The Montana Family Practice Residency Satellite Program: a unique solution to multiple problems.
States that do not have a family practice residency program face problems in attracting residency trained family physicians. This article describes the development of a unique program in Montana utilizing a series of satellite programs under the direction of family physicians and a statewide coordinating office. These offer the resident a one- or two-month rotation during off-campus elective time in the second or third year of a family practice residency. The program offers the practicing physician a chance to participate in the training of residents and offers the resident an educational opportunity in rural medicine. It also exposes the resident to a Montana community and to practice in Montana. Survey evidence indicates that this type of program has a definite influence on a resident's choice of a practice location.